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National automotive reforms needed: VACC (AU) 

 
VACC releases “forward-thinking” election plans (AU) 
 
Honda Australia re-platforms divisions onto single SAP core (AU) 
 
Footpath motorcycle parking under siege (VIC) 
 
Audi introduces three- and five-year service plans (AU) 
 
North Queensland Water Infrastructure Authority Established (QLD) 
The Australian Government has established a dedicated North Queensland Water Infrastructure Authority to 
provide the strategic planning and coordination needed to deliver water security and boost agriculture 
throughout the region. 
 
Toll launches first Bass Strait voyage (TAS) 
 
Lenders to refund fees in Commerce Commission settlements (NZ) 
 
CARB fines major online automotive parts retailer $1M for selling illegal aftermarket parts in 
California; ~4,000 emissions violations  (US) 
 
ARI Fleet UK offers no mileage limit lease deal (UK) 
 
Volvo repair restrictions (US) 
OEM to restrict parts sales to certified facilities in the U.S. with Canada to follow 
 
The rollback that automakers don't want  (US) 
The White House held a call with automakers last month urging them to publicly support its rollback of 
Obama-era clean car rules. But since the call, not one automaker has issued a statement of support. 
 
CONSULTATIONS 
 
Hearing update - Theft and export of motor vehicles and parts (AU) 
 
PRODUCT RECALLS 
 
Mercedes-Benz Australia/Pacific Pty Ltd — Mercedes-Benz E Class Wagon MY2018 (AU) 
 
Porsche AG — Porsche Boxster/Cayman 718 MY2016-2019 (AU) 
 
Toyota Motor Corporation — Lexus IS300h, LS500 & LS500h MY2018 (AU) 
 
Alfa Romeo recalls 60,000 Giulia, Stelvio models (US) 
Cruise control can go haywire 
 
ECONOMIC INDICATORS (CONT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.goauto.com.au/news/general-news/government/national-automotive-reforms-needed-vacc/2019-03-11/77980.html
http://autotalk.com.au/industry-news/vacc-releases-forward-thinking-election-plans
https://www.itnews.com.au/news/honda-australia-re-platforms-divisions-onto-single-sap-core-520084
https://motorbikewriter.com/footpath-motorcycle-parking-siege/?mc_cid=b79fd85193&mc_eid=e01f551311
https://www.goauto.com.au/news/audi/2019-03-11/77984.html
https://minister.infrastructure.gov.au/mccormack/releases/2019/march/mm064_2019.aspx
http://transporttalk.com.au/industry-news/toll-launches-first-bass-strait-voyage
http://autotalk.co.nz/news/lenders-to-refund-fees-in-commerce-commission-settlements
https://www.greencarcongress.com/2019/03/20190308-arb.html
https://www.greencarcongress.com/2019/03/20190308-arb.html
https://www.fleetnews.co.uk/news/fleet-industry-news/2019/03/08/ari-fleet-uk-offers-no-mileage-limit-lease-deal
https://bit.ly/2CeGtWo
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060123559
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Law_Enforcement/Motorvehicletheft/Public_Hearings
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recall/mercedes-benz-australia-pacific-pty-ltd-mercedes-benz-e-class-wagon-my2018
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recall/porsche-ag-porsche-boxster-cayman-718-my2016-2019
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recall/toyota-motor-corporation-lexus-is300h-ls500-ls500h-my2018
https://www.autoblog.com/2019/03/10/alfa-romeo-recalls-giulia-stelvio/
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LEGAL 
 
Migration (LIN 19/048: Specification of Occupations—Subclass 482 Visa) Instrument 2019 
specifies occupations that may be nominated for an applicant for a Subclass 482 visa (includes automotive ) 
 
This 'Brutal' Battle Could Affect US consumers’ next car rental – peer to peer v car sharing start-ups 
(US) 
It's a drama that's playing itself out in at least 30 other US states, part of what one lobbyist called a "brutal" 
regulatory battle pitting legacy car rental companies against peer-to-peer car sharing startups. 
 
REPORTS | STATISTICS 
 
Young Australians value STEM for the future (AU) 
 
SMALL BUSINESS 
 
Expedited work visa scheme for business to be expanded (AU) 
 
Supplier payment code now covering more than half a trillion in revenue (AU) 
The Business Council’s supplier payment code now covers more than half a trillion dollars’ worth of revenue 
with some of the biggest players at the centre of Australia’s most important supply chains underscoring their 
long held commitment to small business partners by signing up. 
 
SKILLS | TRAINING 
 
Blue collar no more: Skilled auto technicians are in high demand (US) 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
 
Volvo trials autonomous bus (INT) 
 
INSIGHTS | VIEWS 
 
The wind of change blowing through car retail (INT) 
 
Nissan pilots co-ownership and mileage schemes (INT) 
Two evolutions in technology will change the relationship between customers, whether retail or fleet, and 
their cars, according to Nissan. Connectivity as a short-term change would enable people to do much more 
with their car and use it in a different way. Examples include subscription marketing, financing schemes and 
optimisation, such as car sharing. Step two will see autonomous driving, enabling people to “re-edit the time 
they spend with the car”.  
 
ACEA EU and UK business: no deal Brexit is a no-win outcome that must be avoided  See also   Up to 
1,000 vehicle repair companies could collapse within 2 weeks of a no-deal Brexit (INT) 
 
*DISCLAIMER: This information bulletin has been designed to assist VACC members in keeping up to date 
with industry matters. This material is gained from publicly available sources and is not modified by VACC. 
VACC accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, currency or completeness of information.  

https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/AHG
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/AMA
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/APE
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/BAP
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/CTX
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/CAR
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/CHC
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/MTO
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/MTO
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/SGM
https://www.lme.com/Metals/Non-ferrous#tabIndex=0
https://www.lme.com/Metals/Non-ferrous#tabIndex=0
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2019L00274
https://www.forbes.com/sites/christopherelliott/2019/03/10/this-brutal-battle-could-affect-your-next-car-rental/#62c21e421803
http://www.karenandrewsmp.com.au/Newsroom/Media/ID/1870/Young-Australians-value-STEM-for-the-future
https://www.afr.com/news/politics/expedited-work-visa-scheme-for-business-to-be-expanded-20190307-h1c3vz
https://www.bca.com.au/supplier_payment_code_now_covering_more_than_half_a_trillion_in_revenue
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/03/08/skilled-auto-technicians-are-in-high-demand.html
https://eandt.theiet.org/content/articles/2019/03/volvo-and-ntu-singapore-trial-full-size-autonomous-electric-bus-ahead-of-public-release/
https://bit.ly/2UzBvLa
https://www.fleetnews.co.uk/news/manufacturer-news/2019/03/11/nissan-pilots-co-ownership-and-mileage-schemes
https://www.acea.be/news/article/eu-and-uk-business-no-deal-brexit-is-a-no-win-outcome-that-must-be-avoided
https://www.businessinsider.com.au/vehicle-repair-companies-could-collapse-after-a-no-deal-brexit-2019-3?r=US&IR=T
https://www.businessinsider.com.au/vehicle-repair-companies-could-collapse-after-a-no-deal-brexit-2019-3?r=US&IR=T

